
In the mid 1980’s Congress abolished
parole and passed harsh drug sentencing
laws. Many states followed, creating a

tenfold increase in the number of
drug offenders incarcerated.1

Isn't rewarding achievement the American Way?
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If prisoners were able to earn earlier release:

Incentives toward cooperation, study, and learning skills would create a safer
environment for staff and prisoners alike.

Families could be reunited earlier, with better prospects for successful reentry
into society.

High costs incarcerating drug offenders — $9.4 billion annually — would be
dramatically reduced.
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Inhumane prison overcrowding would be redressed. The federal system is
already 31% over capacity, and is growing at more than 9% annually — the
equivalent of a prison a month to keep overcrowding from growing worse.3

Prisons would less likely be breeding grounds for extremists and terrorists.4


